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First Announcement

Symposium presentation

Mediterranean mountains contain an integrated complex of natural resources and their inhabitants, 
depending generally directly on many of these resources for their livelihoods, tend to utilize and 
manage them through a combination of land-use practices, mainly livestock production and forestry. 
The specic mountain-related conditions, which the mountain communities faces are, the limited land 
resources, the marginal agricultural conditions, isolation, and scant equipment and infrastructure.

Livestock is of particular importance in mountainous production systems as they convert plant bio-
mass into directly useful to humans, milk, meat and draught power and provide people with a secure 
form of investment and risk cushions, which are key to the sustainability.

Starting from the human factor, the symposium will address the development of the mountain com-
munities and their agricultural activities, which constitute the basis for the investigation of the present 
situation. The different types of the utilization of the land resources by livestock will be presented in 
the main topic of livestock production and natural resources, which also includes forestry activities in 
the Mediterranean mountain areas and the livestock land use in relation to the landscape. 

The improvement of the efciency of the livestock systems in the Mediterranean mountains will 
constitute a main topic of the symposium. In this context, genetic resources, including the autoch-
thonous breeds, feed resources, management practices, typical products and their marketing and 
also biotechnology and bio-security issues will be addressed. The exploitation of agricultural infor-
matics for better utilization of production resources and methodologies, research and education in 
the livestock production sector in the Mediterranean mountain areas, are included in the main topic 
of the environmentally sound management of livestock and natural resources.

Considering livestock as fundamental factor for rural development and also as safeguard of the 
natural resources, the symposium will address its contribution to the economic development of the 
mountain areas.  The growing interest in the inventory, presentation and valorisation of the traditional 
culture and knowledge, which we face nowadays, is an issue in the above topic. Also, included 
are the many initiatives, which have served not only to recognize the importance of traditional 
animal products, but also to protect them and facilitate their distribution. In this context, agro-tourism 
and other livestock related activities, which are gaining importance in the Mediterranean mountain 



regions and provide an opportunity for diversication of sources of income and sustainable liveli-
hoods for the local populations will be covered.

The nal round table discussion will address the development and support policies for the animal 
production sector. The result expected is to maintain a minimum, but sufcient human population, 
capable to ensure the sustainable natural resources utilization and hence the future of Mediterra-
nean mountainous areas. 

The Symposium, the twelfth in the series of Mediterranean Symposia, will be organized by the HSAP 
in collaboration with EAAP, CIHEAM and FAO. It will be held in the city of Ioannina, a Mediterranean 
mountain place of rare beauty, which is the capital of the homonymous prefecture, as well as the 
economic, administrative and cultural centre of Epirus, located in the northwestern side of Greece. 
In this region, livestock farming has traditionally a very important role in the rural economy. The city 
of Ioannina possess sufcient facilities regarding hotel accommodation and conference rooms and 
its airport has regular connections with Athens and Thessaloniki.

Papers/posters submitted to the Symposium
Delegates are encouraged to submit papers/posters in the following subjects:

1. Human geography of Mediterranean Mountain territories
(Importance, Human Communities, Basis of agricultural activity, Factors of changes and constraints, 
Diagnosis of present situation)

• Introductory paper
• Presentations from Greece, Italy, Pyrénées, Morocco and Turkey

2. Livestock production and natural resources
Characterisation of utilisation of land resources by livestock (soil, plant cover and biodiversity, water-
sheds, animal grazing behaviour and animal waste issues)

• Sustainable utilisation of forest areas
• Livestock land use and landscape

3. Improving the efciency of livestock systems in Mediterranean Mountains
(Management, feed resources, genetic resources, productivity, typical products, processing, market-
ing, traceability, use of biotechnologies, biosecurity, non-trade products, administrative and technical 
supports)

• Cattle systems
• Dairy sheep systems
• Dairy goats systems
• Small ruminant meat systems
• Pigs, rabbits, poultry, equines.

4. Applications of new technologies for environmentally sound management of livestock and 
natural resources in mountain areas
(Use of GIS, remote sensing, other information technologies)

5. Livestock as a fundamental factor for rural development and safeguard of natural 
resources in mountain areas of the Mediterranean 
Case studies to address:

• Economic development of mountain areas and contribution of livestock;
• Strategies for preservation and valorisation of endogenous culture and traditional knowl-

edge;
• Development of high added value animal products;
• Agro-tourism and other livestock related activities (handcrafts, games,...)



6. Round Table 
Development and support policies for sustaining and promoting the livestock sector in Mountainous 
areas.

Deadline for the submission of titles and abstracts will be January 15th, 2003. The deadline for 
informing on the acceptance of a paper/poster is March 15th, 2003. The nal full manuscripts 
should reach the organisers not later than May 5th, 2003.

Publication
The Symposium proceedings will be published under the auspices of the European Association 
for Animal Production (EAAP), in the EAAP Scientic Publication Series. All papers (invited and 
contributed, as well as posters) will be refereed before they are accepted for publication. Papers 
written in English or French, always with an English summary, will be accepted for publication in 
the proceedings. Information concerning the preparation of the nal manuscripts will be sent to the 
authors in due course.

Language 
The working languages of the Symposium will be English and French.

Field trip 
A technical eld trip relating to the local traditional production systems and animal populations will 
be organized.

Registration
Please return the pre-registration form to the Symposium Secretariat.
The registration fees will be approximately 270 Euros (the proceedings book included).

Accommodation
The majority of the participants will be accommodated at the Hôtel Du Lac. For further information on 
the overall availability of accommodation, please contact Hôtel Du Lac (A. Miaouli & Ikkou, GR-452 
21 Ioannina, Greece, Tel.: + 30 6510 59100, Fax: + 30 6510 59200, E-mail: info@dulac.gr, Internet 
address: http://www.dulac.gr).
Information on other accommodation in the city of Ioannina could be made available at a later stage. 
No transport will be made available from such other hotels to the Hôtel Du Lac Conference Centre.

Organizing Committee
A. Georgoudis (Aristotle University of Thessaloniki - Chairman), A. Baltas (Ministry of Agriculture), 
D. Bassios (Prefecture of Ioannina), A. Karalazos (Aristotle University of Thessaloniki), E. Konsultu 
(Aristotle University of Thessaloniki - Symposium Secretary), K. Koutsotolis (National Agricultural 
Research Foundation), Ch. Ligda (National Agricultural Research Foundation), V. Litis (Union of 
Agricultural Cooperatives of Ioannina), E. Nikolaou (Higher Technological Educational Institute of 
Epirus), E. Panopoulou (Agricultural University of Athens - Treasurer), D. Tepelenis (Region of 
Epirus), O. Tzoumas (Ministry of Agriculture), P. Zoiopoulos (University of Ioannina), I. Zotos (Ministry 
of Agriculture). 

Provisional Scientic Committee
J. Boyazoglu (EAAP), R. Cardellino (FAO), D. Gabina (IAMZ, CIHEAM), F. Guessous (EAAP, 
Morocco), J. Hatziminaoglou (Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, Greece), J. Maki Hokkonen (FAO), 
V. Papanastassis (Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, Greece), J.L. Tissserand (EAAP, France), G. 
Zervas (Agricultural University of Athens, Greece).
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Country:
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E-mail:

Paper/poster* submission                                Yes/No*
Subject category*: 1 / 2 / 3 / 4 / 5

Provisional title:

* Please delete the items of no interest.

For further information, please contact:

President of the Organizing Committee
Prof. Andreas Georgoudis      E-mail: andgeorg@agro.auth.gr

Symposium Secretariat
Ekaterini Konsultu                   E-mail: konsultu@agro.auth.gr

Internet addresses: http://www.eze.gr/xiisymp.htm , www.eaap.org/xii.htm
Tel. +30 310 998687, 998683 - Fax +30 310 998719


